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A few words HSA REQUIREMENT NOT A
from State BARRIER TO GRADUATION,

st SURVEY FINDS

Nancy S.
Grasmick The Class of 2009 has risen to the occasion. With graduation

just around the corner, 97 percent of students in this year’s
senior class had met the High School Assessment
requirement, according to local system survey data released
last week to the Maryland State Board of Education.

the HSA requirement.

S
ﬁ
o Local school systems
=

(38 . epagy - So S reported that most of

the remaining students
were involved in the
alternative Bridge Plan
projects in an effort to
gain their diplomas

As of May 15, more
than 53,000 students
of an estimated
graduation class of
55,000 had completed

before their graduation ceremonies.

Approximately 1,460 seniors were still working on the HSA as
of the survey date, down from 4,660 just seven weeks
earlier. Since then, local systems have reported that
hundreds more students have met the requirement.

“It is a pretty exciting moment,” State Superintendent Nancy
S. Grasmick said as the positive survey results were being
released. “The data are changing daily.”

MSDE officials have consistently said that the HSAs raise
standards but would not act as barrier to graduation for
students who have kept up with their coursework. The new
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data are consistent with that notion, and counter the claims
of some that the HSA requirement would keep qualified
students from receiving their diplomas.

Board member Mary Kay Finan said that early reports about
students struggling with the HSA had given her cause for
concern. “It is very encouraging to see those numbers

here change,” she said. “The graduation rate should be even
better next year.”

Students who do not complete their HSA requirements prior
to the close of school this spring could complete them over
the summer.

The launch of the HSA program several years ago was the
culmination of nearly 20 years of research and study on the
part of the Maryland State Board of Education. The Sondheim
Commission on School Performance in 1989 put forth a plan of
more rigorous academic performance standards, which led to
a study of high school exams in 1993. The State Board voted
in 2004 to make passing the HSAs a requirement for the
Maryland High School Diploma for the class of 2009 (this
year’s seniors), a measure supported by a broad cross-section
of business and higher education leaders.

MARYLAND’S MATH STANDARDS
RECEIVE POSITIVE REVIEW,
IDEAS FOR IMPROVEMENT

Maryland’s PreK-8 mathematics standards provide students
with an appropriate and effective foundation in math,
according to an independent review released last week.

here

The report also found
that the state’s
standards provide
good alignment with
{ the American Diploma
Project’s benchmarks,
| the national
movement to develop
high standards across
states.

“An Analysis of the
Maryland PreK-8
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Voluntary State Curriculum in Mathematics,” a report by
Achieve, Inc., took a close look at the state’s math standards
in comparison to other standards being touted by other
organizations. Reviewers were asked to help improve the
standards as the state continues to strengthen its educational
offerings.

The report, part of a series of reviews taking place on
Maryland’s standards, was released this week to the State
Board of Education.

“The world is changing and the demands for students are
changing,” noted Laura Slover, vice president for content and
policy research for Achieve. She said that schools across the
nation need to increase the rigor of their mathematics
programs, so students are competitive with their peers in
other nations.

Achieve reviewers compared Maryland’s PreK-8 curriculum
with not only the American Diploma Project’s (ADP), but also
the National Mathematics Advisory Panel’s (NMAP)
“Foundations for Success,” the National Council of Teachers
of Mathematics (NCTM), and the National Assessment of
Education Progress (NAEP). The report found that Maryland’s
standards effectively address the procedural skills in
mathematics, and complimented the state on the way it has
improved standards since Achieve began working with state
officials.

Reviewers made a number of suggestions designed to further
strengthen the standards. The report suggested that rigor be
increased in some specific areas, such as geometry and
probability. In addition, it said that the progression of
knowledge and skills could be more clearly defined and
developed rather than repeating objectives from one grade
level to the next.

State officials plan to review Achieve’s work in detail before
altering the mathematics standards.
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